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FOUNDED in 1881 by popular subscription, the Newark 
Technical School, predecessor of today’s NCE, opened its doors 
in a little place still standing at 21 West Park Street on February 
9, 1885. 


While the official seal of the College uses the date 1881 
in its design, the true life of the College did not begin until 
the latter year, when eighty-one students under the new school’s 
director, Dr. Charles A. Colton, began studying, three hours a 
night, five nights a week, the complexities of Mathematics, 
Physics, Chemistry and English, and the artistry of Free-hand 
Drawing. 


In 1888, those who survived became the first members of 
an alumni body which has grown to more than 6, me 
Nicholas Murray Butler, later to become president of eS Ie 
University, was the commencement speaker and told the grad- 
vates he was sure “that there is sufficient patriotism, intelligence 
and enterprise in this city to make the industrial school in Newark 
one of the greatest in the Union.” The papers reported “tumul- 
tuous applause” then for a prophecy which NCE likes to feel 
today has largely been fulfilled. 


Across the years from Dr. Colton’s original dictum of sound 
training with no frills to the present administration’s constant 
emphasis on the engineer's duty as a citizen, lies the story of 
three-quarters of a century of growth, in humanistic attitudes 
and professional consciousness and in the business of vastly 
greater responsibilities than the Class of ‘88 ever thought would 
occur 


Thus, NCE's official seal, dated 1881, and its Anniversary 
Seal ins from 1885, both affirm our pleasure in the period 
we are now celebrating. We are happy to welcome you to 
Newark College of Engineering to share with us our sense of 
pride in these years of service to community, state, and nation. 


